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than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 
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§CFR 1 .56 as an Examiner might consider any cited document important in deciding whether to 
allow the application to issue as a patent, but the citation of each document is not to be construed 
as an admission that such document is necessarily relevant or prior art. No representation is 
intended that the cited documents represent the results of a complete search, and it is anticipated 
that the Examiner in the normal course of examination, will make an independent search and will 
determine the best prior art consistent with 37 CFR 1.104 (a), and in the course of such search 
will review for relevance every document cited on the attached form even if not initialed. 
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Dispatch Date: August 5, 2003 1/ 



Notification of Reasons for Refusal 



Patent Application No. 
Drafting Date: 
Examiner of JPO 
Representative / Applicant 
Applied Provision 



2001-151501 
July 30, 2003 

Ryou KAIZUKA 3043 5L00 
Iwao MISHINA et al. 



Patent Law Sections 29 main paragraph and 
29(2) 



This application should be refused for the reasons mentioned below. If 
the applicant has any arguments against the reasons, such arguments should be 
submitted within 60 days from the date on which this notification was 
dispatched. 



<Reason A> 

The inventions in the claims listed below of the present application 
should not be granted a patent, since they do not satisfy the requirements as 
stipulated in the provision of Patent Law Section 29(1), main paragraph. 



(1) In the Claim 1, there are descriptions that [A server apparatus] is 
specified to have function means below: [display point determining means for 
determining a point number to be displayed on the advertisement within an 
applicable point number in accordance with a predetermined rule] and [Web 
server means for generating a Web page which displays the advertisement 
with respect to the person concerning the first apparatus, to which the 
determined point number has been applied, under selectable condition, and for 
displaying the generated Web page on the second apparatus]. However, 
there is not mentioned concretely how determines [a point number to be 
displayed on the advertisement] within an applicable point number in 
accordance with [a predetermined rule], and how generates, [Web page which 
displays the advertisement with respect to the person concerning the first 
apparatus, to which the determined point number has been applied, under 
selectable condition] and displays the generated Web page on the second 
apparatus. Therefore, it is no specified how information processing by 
software of a computer is realized concretely by using hardware resource. As 
a whole, they are not applicable to the creation of technical idea used a natural 
rule, thus they are not [inventions]. 

Further, regarding the Claims 3 and 4, they are not [invention] for the 
same reasons above. 

Also, regarding the Claims 2, 5 and 10 referring to the Claims 1, 3 and 4, 
they are not [invention] for the same reasons above. 



Reasons 



Note 



to be continued 
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Continuation from the previous page 

(2) In the Claim 6, it is simply defined that who is [a cost sharing person 
who shares cost for a service] for [providing a service for a customer in 
response to a point applied to the customer when an order is accepted in on- 
line shopping for accepting an order via a net work], and it is artificial decision 
to perform when it is needed. As a whole, it is not applicable to the creation of 
technical idea using a natural rule, thus it is not [invention]. 

Also, regarding the Claims 7 to 9 referring to the Claim 6, they are not 
[invention] for the same reason. 

As described above, the present invention in the Claims 1 to 10 are not 
applicable to the creation of technical idea using a natural rule, thus they are 
not stipulated Patent Law Section 2. 

<Reason B> 

The inventions in the claims listed below of the subject application 
should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) 
since it could easily have been made, prior to the filing of the patent 
application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which the invention 
pertains, on the basis of the inventions described in the publications listed 
below which had been described in a distributed publication or made available 
to the public through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or elsewhere 
prior to the filing of the subject application. 

Note 

Claims: 1, 3, 4, 10 
Cited document 1 
Remarks: 

In the cited document 1, there are descriptions for a site guide system 
comprising; means for display a point number corresponding to a plurality of 
Web sites provided by a site provider and each Web site; means (referred to 
the paragraph [0060] in the cited document 1) for setting the value of the points 
corresponding to each Web site from a terminal of the site provider; means 
(referred to the paragraph [0037] in the cited document 1) for display the set 
points according to the predetermined rules; means for designating the desired 
site by the customer from a plurality of Web sites; means for providing the 
points corresponding to the designated site to the customer, and means for 
providing a bonus for on-line shopping or the like, to the customer who stocks 
the points. 

to be continued 
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Further, according to the description of the cited document 1, it is the 
matter can be easily designed by a person skilled in the art when they need to 
configure the number of the points from the predetermined points when the 
number of the points is configured corresponding to the site. Therefore, the 
present invention is easily have been made by a person skilled in the art, 
according to the cited document 1. 

Claims: 2, 5,9 
Cited document 1 
Remarks: 

In the on-line shopping, it is usually done to discount the article price by 
using the points or the like (referred to the paragraph [0022] in the cited 
document 1). 



Claim: 6 

Cited document 1 
Remarks: 

In the on-line shopping, it is usually done to provide the service 
according to the point given to the customer (referred to the paragraph [0068] 
in the cited document 1). 

Further, in the Claim 6, it is simply defined who is a cost sharing person 
for the service. It dose not have an inventive step technically. 

Claim: 7 

Cited document 1 
Remarks: 

In the on-line shopping, it is well-known technique to show the 
predetermined information to be selectable (referred to the paragraph [0063] in 
the cited document 1). 

Claim: 8 

Cited document 1 
Remarks: 

In the on-line shopping, it is well-known technique to provide the points 
to the customer, according to the information selected (referred to the 
paragraph [0056] in the cited document 1). 

If reason(s) for refusal is found later, it will be notified. 



to be continued 
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